
 

May 19, 2014 
 

Re:   FY 2015 Appropriations bill 
 
Dear Chairman Aderholt and Ranking Member Farr: 
 
The National School Boards Association (NSBA), representing more than 90,000 
local school board members across the nation, working with and through our 
state school boards associations, writes to express support for local school district 
flexibility and modest regulatory relief for school meal programs in the FY 2015 
Appropriations for the Department of Agriculture.    
  
School board members are deeply committed to fostering a healthy and positive learning environment for 
children to achieve their full potential. At the same time, NSBA is acutely aware of the operational and financial 
impact of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act/PL 111-296 on school districts, and that this impact goes far 
beyond the school food authority to the larger instructional enterprise.  Therefore, NSBA supports modest 
revisions to requirements for school meals and competitive foods: 
  

1. Retain the current requirement that 50% of grains offered for lunch and breakfast be whole grain rich 
rather than further increasing the requirement to 100%, to ameliorate cost and market barriers to 
implementation.  

  
2. Retain the July 1, 2014 Target 1 sodium levels, and suspend implementation of further reduction of 

sodium levels unless and until scientific research supports such reductions for children, and to give time 
to assess the impact on participation rates, costs and operations. 

  
3. Eliminate the requirement that students must take a fruit or vegetable as part of a reimbursable 

breakfast and/or lunch, to reduce plate waste and program costs. 
  

4. Allow any food item permitted to be served as part of a reimbursable meal to be sold at any time as a 
competitive food, to eliminate unnecessarily complex and duplicative standards for food items sold in 
schools.  
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Chairman 
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These changes retain the benefits to school children of healthy school meals, while providing common sense 
flexibility to school districts struggling to comply with the new national nutrition standards, competitive foods 
standards and many other requirements of PL 111-296. 
  
It is imperative that the Department of Agriculture implement PL 111-296 so that it is cost-neutral to school 
districts by 1) providing sufficient federal support and/or 2) modifying regulatory requirements so that districts 
and school food authorities can comply and excel within available federal reimbursement without redirecting 
resources from the instructional mission of the school district or increasing costs to students and families. 
  
Questions regarding our comments may be directed to Lucy Gettman, director, federal programs at 703-838-
6763, or via email at lgettman@nsba.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

  
Thomas J. Gentzel  
Executive Director, NSBA 
 
Representatives Latham, Nunnelee, Yoder, Fortenberry, Rooney, Valadao, Rogers, DeLauro, Bishop, Pingree, 
Lowey 
 
 
 


